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we are seeing a deal cut by a President
that has gone around the country and a
Vice President that has gone around
the country talking about the evils of
teenaged smoking, something I agree
with.

On the one hand, the President and
the Vice President have excoriated the
tobacco companies, have talked about
how the tobacco companies market to
children, and on the other hand, on an
unrelated trade deal, the administra-
tion seems to have cut a deal on to-
bacco in order to get the vote of one
Member of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I called the White
House and could not get a copy of this
memo. So we placed calls to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, the Coalition for
Tobacco-Free Kids, the Heart Associa-
tion, and several other public health
groups to try to get a copy of this
memo. Nobody has been able to, except
supposedly this Congressman that has
made this deal with the President.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that when the
American people find out about this,
that on a trade deal, on an unrelated
trade deal, the President of the United
States and the Vice President of the
United States, both people who have
led the charge against teenage smok-
ing, and I admire them for that, I re-
spect them for that, I applaud them for
that, they have turned around and cut
a deal in order to get an unrelated fast
track trade bill through the Congress, I
think that the American people will be
outraged when they hear this, when
they hear that this kind of deal has
been cut simply to get a vote on the
floor of Congress on an unrelated trade
bill.

Again, Mr. Speaker, the President
and the Vice President have led this
country admirably, have moved for-
ward in a very positive way in exposing
the evils of teenage smoking. They
have, through our subcommittee and
through other committees in Congress,
helped to lead the charge in eradicat-
ing smoking among teenagers, and
have played a very positive role in
helping people stop smoking in this
country. Yet, they turn around and do
this.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that we will see
a torrent of calls to the White House
wanting to know more about this deal,
wanting to know what exactly has hap-
pened. When does this kind of deal-
making stop?

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
TRAFICANT] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. TRAFICANT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. PORTMAN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID E.
LARKIN

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the remarkable work of David E.
Larkin on behalf of Cincinnati’s Dan Beard
Council of the Boy Scouts of America.

David’s achievements in Greater Cincinnati
Scouting are both extraordinary and numer-
ous, and I would like to cite just a few exam-
ples.

He has provided outstanding leadership,
motivation, and direction in the development of
the Dan Beard Council’s Executive Board, one
of the most philanthropic youth service organi-
zations in the Greater Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky area.

More than 1,000 ‘‘at risk’’ young people in
the Greater Cincinnati area have had the op-
portunity to experience the cherished values of
Scouting thanks to Challenge Camp, which
David created.

David’s imagination and creativity brought
into being ‘‘The Scout Family Jamboree,’’ an
event attracting some 45,000 attendees show-
casing not only Scouting, but many community
activities and events.

Through his exceptional leadership and
global vision, David has provided the catalyst
for the approval of a comprehensive $14.5 mil-
lion Camp Re-Development Capital Campaign
to construct a 25-acre lake, Cub World, and
Boy Scout camp to serve the Dan Beard
Council well into the 21st century.

David has provided the leadership, quality
standards, the means and methods necessary
to expand the scouting program in Southwest
Ohio and Northern Kentucky to annually in-
volve a record 65,000 youth and adults.

David’s work in Scouting has also enabled
him to be involved in other vital community
programs. He has worked to enrich the rela-
tionships of scouting with the United Way and
Community Chest, which has helped increase
awareness and funding for these highly worth-
while service organizations. In addition, David
has successfully initiated a positive alliance
between the Boy Scouts and the Greater Cin-
cinnati, Northern Kentucky Schools and edu-
cational institutions, resulting in expansive
growth in ‘‘Learning for Life’’ and Career Ex-
plorer programs.

David has been asked to be the new Chief
Executive of the Atlanta Boy Scout Council,
and will soon be leaving the Cincinnati Dan
Beard Council, on which he has so ably
served. We in Cincinnati will certainly hate to
lose David, but his selfless dedication and tire-
less work on behalf of Scouting and our com-
munity will not be forgotten. We wish him the
best.
f

TRANSFER OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to claim the
special order time of the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. POSHARD].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

THE RECIPROCAL TRADE
AGREEMENT AUTHORITIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Illinois [Mr. DAVIS] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to fast track.
Mr. Speaker, the labor movement has
always been the home of the American
worker. It has been the safe haven for
the American dream. But today we are
in a time of conflict. There are con-
temptuous winds blowing in the direc-
tion of the American worker.

I have always believed that democ-
racy vests its rights in the living per-
son: one person, one vote. However, the
economic markets recognize only
money, not people: one dollar, one
vote. These markets give no choice to
the workers or their families. When the
market seeks solely to make a profit,
it is an instrument of oppression. It is
an instrument which allows the few to
monopolize society’s resources, leaving
the less fortunate without health care,
jobs, and other means of livelihood.

Some say that the opponents of fast
track would stop United States partici-
pation in the global economy and
threaten our Nation’s jobs. Supporters
say fast track helps our country stay
competitive and maintain a strong
economy by ending unfair trade bar-
riers imposed by foreign governments.

Throughout my public career I have
always been an advocate for equality
and fairness, but I recognize the dif-
ference between fairness and laissez
faire-ness. This trade agreement will
only consider corporate interest deals,
while efforts to improve the conditions
of workers’ rights are muffled.

According to a University of Illinois
study, the city of Chicago lost 80,000
manufacturing jobs between the years
1980 and 1990. These jobs were jobs that
enabled workers to purchase homes,
pay college tuition, participate in the
American dream. At present, my dis-
trict has recently lost five industries
to other countries, leaving 704 workers
unemployed and jobless.

Mr. Speaker, markets are important
institutions, and they have an essen-
tial place in any democratic society, as
long as these markets function within
the framework of democratically deter-
mined rules and public safeguards.

I am in support of American competi-
tiveness and want a democratically fair
playing ground for all of our country’s
companies. But there is nothing demo-
cratic about giving jobs to other coun-
tries. There is nothing democratic
about reducing American workers’ ben-
efits and wages. There is nothing demo-
cratic about environmental deregula-
tion, and there is nothing democratic
about ignoring the rights of thousands
of workers for the approval of a few
companies.

A. Phillip Randolph once said:

At the banquet table of life, there are no
reserved seats. You get what you can take,
and you keep what you can hold. If you can’t
take anything, you won’t get anything, and
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if you can’t hold anything, you won’t keep
anything.

A. Phillip Randolph was so right. So
today let us take back workers’ rights,
so that the American workers can hold
onto their lives and hold on and make
real the American dream.
f

ON THE USE OF THE DRUG
MYOTROPHIN FOR SUFFERERS
OF LOU GEHRIG’S DISEASE, AND
A CAUTIONARY NOTE ON USE OF
THE INTERNET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, some-
time in the next couple of weeks, the
Food and Drug Administration has told
my office that it will make a decision
about the drug called myotrophin. This
is the only drug currently available
that gives some hope to the victims in
the advanced stages of the deadly ill-
ness we all know as Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease.

As almost everyone knows, this is a
horrible nerve disorder that slowly
robs victims of their ability to walk,
talk, move freely, and eventually even
to eat, swallow, and breathe on their
own. There is no cure. The disease has
always been fatal. But now, finally,
there is a drug, myotrophin, that gives
victims of Lou Gehrig’s disease some
small sliver of hope.

Unfortunately, this drug has not been
approved by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. There is no question that
this drug is absolutely safe, but the
FDA questions if it actually improves
quality of life.

The patients and doctors who have
worked in the experimental trials are
convinced it does improve and extend
the lives of these victims. Demonstrat-
ing that improvement to an absolute
mathematical statistical certainty is
going to be a very long, arduous task.
Thousands of people will be robbed of
their only hope in the meantime.

An advisory committee of the FDA
voted to reject final approval of the
drug until more evidence is gathered.
Sometime in the next couple of weeks
the FDA will make the final decision
on whether these sufferers will be al-
lowed to use this drug.

The drug is safe, Mr. Speaker. There
is some disagreement about its effec-
tiveness, but many doctors and pa-
tients believe in myotrophin and want
to use it. They should be allowed to do
so. The FDA should not play God. They
should not take away the last hope
these people have. If this is still a free
country, these victims of Lou Gehrig’s
disease should be allowed to use this
drug if they and their doctors feel that
they should.

Mr. Speaker, I want to move to an
unrelated but also very important sub-
ject. Last week, last Friday, on the
ABC program ‘‘20/20,’’ Barbara Walters
helped present what she described as
the most important hour ever shown on

national television. This was a pro-
gram attempting to alert parents to
the horrible, sick, warped things that
millions of children are being exposed
to on the Internet. There are all types
of pornography which cannot be totally
effectively blocked, and, even worse,
sexual predators preying on children
over the Internet.

I know that for some reason there
are some people who worship comput-
ers today and are greatly offended if
anyone even implies that anyone or
anything should restrict their use in
even the slightest way. I also know
that computers do wonderful and mi-
raculous things and have greatly en-
hanced our quality of life. But I also
know there is a down side to becoming
totally, completely dependent on and
controlled by computers and the
Internet. We started out controlling
the computers, and now they seem-
ingly control us.

Mr. Speaker, I simply happen to be-
lieve that we should worship God, not
Bill Gates. We have allowed far too
much power to be concentrated in the
hands of one man and one company, so
I applaud the Justice Department for
taking on Mr. Gates and Microsoft, al-
though probably the government will
lose in the end.

I heard on the national news a few months
ago that the Massachusetts Division of Motor
Vehicles was going totally online and hoped
that they didn’t have to see a live customer 10
years from now.

I heard a leading Washington sports col-
umnist on the radio a few days ago say that
when people called him to get his e-mail ad-
dress and found out they were talking to him
in person, they frequently, quickly hung up.

The Washington Post this week had a story
about how the Internet was drawing some
families closer together, because college stu-
dents would have conversations over their
computers that they would never have in per-
son.

I read an article recently by a Har-
vard professor who said, we are allow-
ing the electronic media to isolate us
from each other, and that membership
in all sorts of organizations, good orga-
nizations, is rapidly declining.

We worried about our children spend-
ing too many hours in front of tele-
vision screens, so now we have placed
them in front of computer screens that
oftentimes have things on them far
worse than what is on television.

With each passing year we seem to be
talking less and less with each other.
People do not know their next-door
neighbors. They tell us that more and
more people are working out of their
homes. We are spending less and less
time with our fellow live human
beings, and more and more time in
front of television and computer
screens.

I sometimes wonder how much
human contact there will be 50 or 100
years from now. On the 20/20 program
they reported about the 11-year-old boy
in New Hampshire who was murdered
while selling door to door for his
school. He was killed by a 15-year-old

boy whose mind was warped and filled
with rage after a homosexual relation-
ship with an adult he met over the
Internet.

And then we have the year 2000 problem
which Newsweek said is going to cost us $1
trillion in litigations and software costs and
other expenses simply because these comput-
ers cannot realize that we will change from
1999 to the year 2000.

This is crazy. It will cause everything to cost
more.

I am not saying that we should do away
with computers. I know that frequently, when
someone disagrees, they resort to childish
sarcasm because that is easier and simpler
than arguing on the merits.

I know that some will be sarcastic about
what I have said tonight.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I am not saying,
throw out our computers, but I am say-
ing, do not get addicted to them, ei-
ther. Do not go crazy over them. Do
not let them get out of control and de-
stroy the lives of innocent children. Be
alert that there are dangers, and spend
less time in front of screens and more
time talking to and helping each other.
f

TRANSFER OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from California [Mr.
FILNER].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

WE MUST LOOK A GIFT HORSE IN
THE MOUTH WITH REGARD TO
TURKEY’S FUNDING OF CHAIR
AT UCLA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. SHERMAN]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to focus on a generous gift to my
alma mater, but looking at the history
of Troy, I have learned that sometimes
one must look a gift horse in the
mouth.

The Government of Turkey has of-
fered over $1 million to fund a chair at
my alma mater, UCLA, in the study of
Ottoman and Turkish history. While
the generosity of such an offer should
be noted, I note the concern in the aca-
demic community and concern among
those of us concerned with inter-
national relations for the academic in-
tegrity and historical accuracy of the
academic work that will be done by the
occupant of this chair.

Our concern for history is based on
history. The Turkish Government has
endowed other chairs at other Amer-
ican universities, and the occupants of
those chairs have sought not to report
and analyze history, but to rewrite it
and cover it up.

Mr. Speaker, as a Jewish American, I
am very concerned with those who
would want to cover up the history of
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